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TAKAMURA KOTARO

The publication The Onsen of Hanamaki is a tran-
scription of Takamura’s talks about his deep inter-
est in Hanamaki as a town of onsen (hot springs
bathhouses), given on February 15th, 1956, while
battling his illness in Tokyo. Takamura passed away
on April 2nd, around a month and a half later. The

transcript, as follows, was published posthumously.
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Note that Takamura's original conversations
date back to 1945-1952, during his time in
Hanamaki. As such, some establishments
mentioned in this transcription no longer

exist.
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TAKAMURA KOTARO

Takamura Kotaro was born in Tokyo in 1883. He graduated from the
Tokyo Fine Arts School (currently Tokyo University of the Arts), where
he studied sculpture. Afterward, he studied abroad in New York, Lon-
don, and Paris and returned to Japan in 1909. In October of 1914, at
the age of 31, he published an anthology titled Dotei, and married Na-
ganuma Chieko in December. Chieko passed away in 1938 at the age of
52, and the anthology Chiekosho was then published in 1941 to a very
receptive public response.

Through Takamura’s connection with Miyazawa Kenji(For more
details, please see P27), he was able to flee to Hanamaki from the fires
of war that had engulfed Tokyo in 1945. He continued alone here, writ-
ing and growing his own food, for the last seven years of his life before

passing away in 1956 at the age of 73.
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A train stops at Nishi Namari Onsen Station, along the scenic Toyosawa River
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TAKAMURA KOTARO

Departing from the city of Hanamaki, a cute little train, seemingly
straight out of the world of Miyazawa Kenji's poetry, chugs along out
to the east and west. Heading to the east on the Hanamaki Line, it takes
visitors to Hanamaki Onsen, and Dai Onsen further out from there, and
to the west via the Namari Onsen Line, it passes through Shidotaira
Onsen, Osawa Onsen, and Namari Onsen, after which it finally arrives
at Nishi Namari Onsen.

This group of onsen are called Hanamaki Onsenkyo altogether. When
travelers get off at Hanamaki Station these days, they usually jump into
a nice car and head straight to their onsen destination, but taking that
half-an-hour train ride to Hanamaki Onsen or hour ride to Namari
Onsen provides the opportunity to immerse yourself in the quaint

charm of the area.
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The Namari Line has its first stop at Shidotaira Onsen, a resort well

known for its "onsen pool,” and current training ground for Olympic

swimmers. Shidotaira also features facilities where guests can take a

dip even during snowy weather, a scene often depicted on magazine

covers.
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At the next stop sits Osawa Onsen, a bathhouse nestled along both
sides of the Toyosawa River. I often stay there myself at Sansuikaku,
as the scenery is lovelier than at Shidotaira, the people are welcoming,

and the water quality is quite good.
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Situated far into the
mountains around an hour
away from Hanamaki Station
is the fourth stop, Namari
Onsen. These days snow gets
plowed so it's no big deal,
but back when I was there, it
was challenging as trains had

to stop for snow.

Namari Onsen has been a
SVEEL RO - 6 TH I W A well-known bathhouse for a

long time. They have a huge
bath with its own dedicated building, usually filled with people. The
view from the upper floor is just spectacular, the tub with all the people
lining up as if daikon radish were getting dried.

Most onsen utilize spring water from other locations, but Namari has
its own spring which it draws from directly. It's fun to stir the pebbles
around the water source with your feet, and have the little bubbles that
come out stick to your skin and bounce around, but it's also said that
the spring water offers significant medicinal effects.

Back in the old days, everyone enjoyed a bath together. Anyone like
farmers, local girls and tourists from cities were having a good time
there. However, the police began raising a fuss about it and demanded
to separate the area between men and women. Therefore, a partition

was built in between, creating a more cheerful environment.
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When they first separated the baths, the local women started showing
off their "manliness” by enthusiastically singing from their side of the
wall, which led to the men on the other side singing in response. As
they continued trading verses with each other, they would drum on the
wall, going wild and eventually knocking it over, making for quite the
show. It must have been a lot of fun!

The inn itself is also surprisingly large for one out in the mountains,
and is actually built with reinforced concrete.

I actually do this myself as well, but if you're ever going out to an
onsen in the mountains, especially if you're staying at an inn high up
like this one, it might be a good idea to bring a rope with you so that

you can easily evacuate if a fire ever breaks out.
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The last stop is around two and a half miles away, at Nishi Namari

Onsen. This one pulls its hot waters from a natural spring along the riv-
er, and they have a single building—some kind of medical rehab facility

that doubles as an inn—so it’s also pretty cheap to stay there.
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I was there for over ten
days when I was recover-
ing from a lung issue. The
construction of the building
seemed to be from the ear-
ly Meiji period, and must
have been built by someone
wealthy and a big fan of ar-
chitecture, so much so that I

think it should be designated

as an official cultural prop-
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erty. Everything is locked in
place with joinery, and the size of the beam above the entrance to the
bathhouse is astonishing. Even the shoji are designed with their frames
forming various patterns. I've drawn a lot of different structures over
time, and I can say that just being able to see this building is enough to
make it worth the trip over to Nishi Namari.

Far into the Nishi Namari region, there’s a hamlet by the name of
Toyosawa. There’s a road that leads there, but it’s overgrown with
weeds since people don’t use it that much. The residents over there
are very down-to-earth compared to somewhere like Tokyo, and the
place is known for its expert bear hunters as well. They’re known as
matagi in the local dialect—experts that will even bring you a bear’s gall
bladder if you ask. For me, I find it goes well with some home brewed
doburoku. They say that Toyosawa is a place to be avoided by tax col-
lectors, since they’d likely come out more dead than alive if they came

complaining about money.
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In fall, there are all sorts of really good mushrooms as well—nameko,
inotake, bakurotake, and shiitake—ones you can't get without going
deep into the mountains, so among the matagi and farmers, there are
also master mushroom gatherers. They go out and collect them and
then bring them back to sell at a high price in town.

Of course, they keep their mushroom spots a secret. They won't even
tell their own parents or children where they are. Even if you ask them
to take you out there, they'll bring you far enough, at least to where
the worthless mushrooms are, and then say "well, this is where we part

ways!" before heading off on their own.
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As for the Hanamaki Line, there are only two onsen along its route—
Hanamaki Onsen and Dai Onsen.

Hanamaki Onsen is an artificial spring, basically a resort built out in
the foothills.

Miyazawa Kenji's father, along with Iwate Shokusan Bank President
Kindaichi Kunio and 5 or 6 other people, wanted to build an onsen
on the land where present day Hanamaki Onsen is located, which
was a park at the time, so they had to pipe in hot spring water from
Dai Onsen. At a glance, it might seem like the various inns around
Hanamaki Onsen are competing with each other, but they're all actually
part of one company, so there's not really any risk of them putting each
other out of business. Running business like this is something that the
people of Tohoku, and especially Hanamaki, are really good at, so it's
no wonder that the area has been overtaking Morioka and making a

name for itself throughout the country.
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both physically and mentally. However,

relationship with Hanamaki.

railroad from
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Kindaichi Kunio

economic unrest later sweeping over the
s said that this drove such a wedge between

s office causing him to be unable to secure a loan),
It

nation (and the fact that his forthright disposition didn't go over well
him and the people of Hanamaki that he ended up going overseas.

he later went bankrupt.
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The resentment towards him lasted into his later years, and he passed
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One of the interesting things about Hanamaki Onsen is that the poet
Miyazawa Kenji was involved in its planning.

Kenji was interested in the natural land there, and even before there
was talk of building a bathhouse, it's said that he repeatedly told his
father that he should buy the land. His father thought it was a little too
speculative though, and kept putting it off until it was too late once
there was talk of building an onsen there, so he ended up being unable
to purchase the land, but it goes to show how Kenji had a keen eye for
these sorts of things.

Kenji actually laid out a unique and detailed plan in his notebook
on constructing a beautiful onsen. He noted what kinds of flowers
should be planted to ensure blooming year-round, how to set up rows
of sakura, flowerbed designs tailored after those found at Hibiya Park,
and the creation of a botanical garden that could be home to birds and

other critters.

BB RCHRECZ L, FATREBARY., RROFBICHEBRLTVE L
TdH b,

BB, BROFEIEZEIIC. HROLABLE sttt HBZ20 T, $XLSA
CHhZ2ZOoHMERE > TH LW, LE(EoR2E25TH2, BLSAWRES
BALEBUILZ Lo T—HORE LIEOELTVwEHIC, IRROEIEZ b,
APJIZEZ RS K> TLE 57225780, STHVICEBOH IV,

BOFRML R 2 E EBBEREPELLTE2S 7P HI4LEFECTHZ. 2L 2
—fERfLRlz 3k viedic, FARERHEZAE SO E >, HIEAZ DL B
Ttith, HREBZ2BERX Cwsu R REgEEETO o b, HEBERZES THE
R AZHER, PERBESEPFA-TZD, Lo HAINE S5 s bh 3,

30

Miyazawa Kenji‘
:J

Miyazawa Kenji was born in Hanamaki, Iwate

in 1896. He is well-known for his poems and

children’s stories, and in addition to being a
teacher and farmer, he displayed his talents in
fields such as astronomy, meteorology, geography,
religion, fine art, and music. He passed away of
pneumonia on September 21st, 1933 at the age of
37. His major works include Ame ni mo makezu,
Haru to Shura, Night on the Galactic Railroad,
~ and The Restaurant of Many Orders.
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The famed road running down the center of the bathhouse lined with
sakura, the onsen pool, the zoological and botanical gardens, tennis
course and golf course—all of these originate from Kenji's plans.

As 1 mentioned before, one company manages all of the inns, so
naturally they fall under certain rankings as well. Shounkaku in the
back is the largest, and its annex located a bit further up, is very high
class—the imperial family and other wealthy people stay there. I usually
get placed there as well, but the architecture is indeed magnificent.

And for those who aren't interested in such a formal place, there're

also Senshukaku, Koyokan, and Kaseikan, and a few others.
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Along the main road they also have vacation rental homes that have
their own onsen baths, where couples often stay. In the past they would
pipe in spring water from Dai Onsen, so it would lose its heat by the
time it reached the area, but now they have thicker pipes to ensure it
stays hot. Most places have three or four baths, as well as baths for
families.

The company is managed by 5 or 6 executives—a gathering of
smart people with skills in various fields. One of them used to be a
top swimmer in Iwate, and teaches at an onsen pool even now. Others
are experienced in judo and kyudo as well, which have flourished in
Hanamaki.

They also train their maids by holding workshops and courses
throughout the year on local history and songs. If you ask them, they'll

even give a performance of the famed Shishi Odori or Taue Odori.
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Dai Onsen is around two and a half miles from the last stop on the
Hanamaki Line, and they have a bus that loops between the station and
the onsen upon each arrival and departure.

It's a modestly sized area, but they have over ten onsen inns, and a
lot of geisha houses. Their waters are good so sometimes I stop by, but
hearing the "jan jan jan" of the shamisen all night gets on my nerves.
They're extremely attentive though, so I think even people from Tokyo
would be satisfied with their services. They're very quick to adapt the
latest trends from the Atami region as well. They're certainly ahead of

the curve despite being so far into the mountains.
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I visited Dai Onsen before together with Kusano Shinpei, but with
all the noise next door and singing and dancing going on downstairs, I
wasn't able to sleep throughout the night. So the two of us just ended
up drinking. Knowing how well we held our liquor, they sent a rather
brawny hostess over as we competed, and before we knew it there were
dozens of bottles on the counter. I would have passed out if I drank
even just a little bit more than I did.

But precisely for that reason it might be a great place to hold a get-

together. In short, Hanamaki Onsen is where you go to have fun, and

Dai Onsen is where you have even more fun staying.
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As for when the best times to visit Hanamaki are, the fall is nice and
it's good for skiing in the winter, but the best time is definitely when
the flowers are in bloom. A lot of tourists flock to the area in spring
and summer, so you might also want to think about that when planning.

Local specialties include manju buns, kokeshi dolls, and pipes, as
well as porcelain made with local clay. The bowls and such are very
high class.

They also have a lot of good food, including pheasant dishes and
unfamiliar local fruits. For the price, the inn meals are actually very

good.
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More than anything though, what I like about Hanamaki is that
people at the onsen there aren't cunning like in other places. When
you go to Mizukami or Atami, they're skilled conversationalists and
it always feels like they're trying to pull you in through flattery, and
the more they do so the more vigilant you have to be. If you come to
one of the stops around the area and they come out looking to help
you with your bags or something, they end up trying to take advantage
of the situation. That's not the case in Hanamaki, though. If you're
easygoing with them, they return the same attitude and you can have

honest conversations.
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Hanamaki’s onsen truly are great.
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Hanamaki as a Town of Onsen
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There are 12 attractive onsen in Hanamaki. They vary in size from one of
the largest and most comfortable hotels in Tohoku, to an old small inn with a
rustic atmosphere, historically used as a health retreat. Each one has its own
distinctive mood, and some even have unique baths, such as outdoor onsen near
rivers, or deep baths that visitors can stand in. Whether with family, friends, or

by yourself, the onsen of Hanamaki always welcome guests warmly.
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Publisher's Note

It’s been almost a year since I moved to the city of Hanamaki, in
Iwate. The first time I heard its name was back in university, when my
classmate saw me reading Takamura Kotaro’s anthology, Chiekosho,
and talked about planning a trip to visit the cottage where he used
to live. Later when I actually set foot in Hanamaki, I felt completely
taken by the beautiful countryside landscape and its green fields,
blue skies, crimson sunsets, and flowers of all different hues. Ever
since then, that scenery has stuck with me, and it has been a real
pleasure to be able to live in such a place.

In producing this translation of Takamura’s conversations about
the onsen of Hanamaki, it is my hope to give tourists an idea of how
the city has changed since his time, as well as a look into local life. I
also hope that readers are able to feel the warm affection he had for
Hanamaki, as I find myself with similar feelings towards the city that

I now call home.

Saki Morikawa
(Local Vitalization Cooperator, Hanamaki City)
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